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A Shepherd of Hope for Myanmar’s Future
His Eminence, Cardinal Charles Maung Bo SDB, Archbishop of Yangon, is Myanmar’s first cardinal and a recognised pastoral leader who has spent his life accompanying communities through decades of hardship, conflict and social change. 
Born in Monhla Village in 1948, he joined the Salesians of Don Bosco as a young man and was ordained a priest in 1976. From the beginning of his ministry, he served in remote and vulnerable communities where education, pastoral care and human dignity were often under threat.
While serving as Bishop of Lashio in 1990 and moved by the urgent missionary needs of northern Myanmar, Cardinal Bo founded the Missionaries of St Paul with a small group of young missionaries committed to serving supporting those most forgotten. Guided by the charism Ad Gentes, what began as a small and humble community has grown into a missionary congregation dedicated to reaching remote areas and accompanying communities through faith, service and hope.
Appointed Archbishop of Yangon, the largest city of Myanmar, in 2003 and ordained cardinal in 2015, Cardinal Bo is considered a respected voice for peace, reconciliation and human rights in Myanmar and beyond. His leadership has consistently focused on strengthening the Church’s presence among the people most in need and those affected by displacement, poverty and political instability. Inspired by the Salesian charism, he sees the education of young people as essential to rebuilding society, believing that schools provide not only knowledge, but stability, dignity and hope.
Under his guidance, the Archdiocese of Yangon has prioritised education as a cornerstone of its pastoral mission. Cardinal Bo has repeatedly affirmed that the future of the country depends on the formation of the next generation.
“Without the education of the children, Myanmar will not have a future at all,” he explained, emphasising that education must nurture young people intellectually, morally and spiritually so they can help shape a more just society.
Through his partnership with Catholic Mission, Cardinal Bo continues to support initiatives that expand access to quality education across Myanmar. Projects such as Shwe Hinthar Private School reflect his conviction that long-term commitment to communities can transform lives and create lasting change.
For Cardinal Bo, hope remains the guiding force of his ministry. As he often reminds those he serves: “Let us hope. Hope is the stream that runs through the desert of pessimism.”
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